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VOLUNTEER RUN. NO PAID STAFF. BUILT TO SAVE YOUR COUNTY MONEY.

Building a statewide network of volunteers providing digital expertise,
organizing tools, and voter information . activateiowa.org

Let's Vote Guide Program - we create the guides, you do the printing
The Let's Vote Guide is a two-page voter-information handout with voting instructions and a customized
early-voting calendar as needed.

Includes:
« Customized for each county
- Clear information about early voting, voting by mail, and Election Day procedures
- Customized early-voting calendar with county locations, dates, and hours
- County-specific contact information for voters
- Digital PDF ready for online distribution
« Print-ready format for local distribution

Website Program - $350/year
WordPress websites for Democratic county parties and other groups — up and running in 15-30 days.

Includes:
+ Domain registration and 3 dedicated email accounts (e.g. chair@yourcountydems.org)
+ Custom design using the Divi theme on professional WordPress hosting
- Professional event calendar, logo optimization, and voter guide integration
- Zoom training for your volunteers and ongoing technical support

LEARN MORE

Visit activateiowa.org to learn more about Activate Iowa.
activateiowa.org | admin@activateiowa.org
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THE LET’S VOTE GUIDE PROGRAM

THE LET'S VOTE GUIDE PROVIDES:

 Atwo-page voter-information handout

+ Voting instructions on page 1

- A customized early-voting calendar on page 2

- County-specific voting locations, dates, hours, and contact information

- Adigital PDF ready for online distribution

+ A print-ready file for local printing and distribution

Activate lowa volunteers create a completed guide for each Iowa county. County parties review their guide for accuracy and,

if they choose to use it, receive the final PDF for distribution and printing.

THE LET’S VOTE GUIDE PROCESS

STEPS TO COMPLETION

- Step 1: Activate Iowa volunteers prepare a customized Let's Vote Guide for each Iowa county.

- Step 2: The completed county guide is provided to the county party for review.

- Step 3: The county party reviews the guide and identifies any corrections or changes.

Step 4: Activate lowa volunteers make any necessary corrections and provide the final PDF.

- Step 5: The county party distributes the guide online and handles printing for local distribution.

Timeline: Guides are prepared in advance so county parties can review a completed guide rather than starting the

process from scratch.
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LET’S VOTE 2026

QUICK GUIDE FOR VOTERS . [YOUR COUNTY]

'VOTE EARLY IN PERSON AT [ YOUR
AUDITOR’S LOCATION]

Monday-Friday, Oct 14-Nov 2
8am-4:30pm

[ Auditor’s Office ]
Supervisor's Board Room (near the main door)
600 W. 4th St., Davenport, IA 52801

[ Drive-up early voting ]

Drive up to the Administration Bulding and request
that a bi-partisan team come out to your car and help
Youvote. Phone: 563-326-8631

Special Hours
Saturday, November 2, 8am-5pm

- OR - VOTE EARLY AT A SATELLITE
LOCATION

Forlocations and times, please see the calendar on
the back or visit: wwwyourcountydems.org

( VOTE EARLY IN PERSON )

1D IS REQUIRED

- lowa driver'slicense

+ lowanon-operator ID

- lowa Voter ID card (with PIN)

VOTE EARLY BY MAIL

1 GETANABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST
FORM:

]

Youcan also goto [ your county Auditor's Office
during business hours and fill out a form there.

N

SUBMIT YOUR ABSENTEE BALLOT
REQUEST FORM . AUG 25-Oct 19
Meail or hand-deliver to: Scott County Auditor,
600 W. 4th St., Davenport, IA 52801

RECEIVE YOUR BALLOT
Balots are maled out beginning October 14

'S

RETURN YOUR BALLOT

Return your ballot by mail:

Your ballot must reach the Administration
Buiding by Nov 5 at 8pm, 50 put your ballot in the
mailby Oct 25

Return your ballot by hand:
- Put inthe ballot drop box near the Auditor's
Office before Nov 5, 8pm

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3

7am-8pm

'WHERE TO VOTE

On Election Day, vote at your precinct polling place

(not at the Auditor’s Office)

Find your polling place:

[]

f VOTE ON ELECTION DAY )

1D IS REQUIRED

- lowa driver' icense

- lowaon-operator ID

« lowa Voter ID card (with PIN)

- Out-of-state driver'slicense-with proof of current
lowaaddress

1F YOU HAVE MOVED

1f your ID doesn't show your current address, youllbe
asked for proof of address (paper or digital) with
your name, current address, valid within the ast 45
days. Examples:

- Utilty bl

. « Cell phone bill
- Out-of-state driver’ ense-vith proof of current - Hand the bl to the Auditors Offce staff - Bank statement
lowa address - Ask arelative to return your ballot + Paycheck
. Current US Miltary or US Passport - Callthe Auditor’s Office for help: 563-326-8631 "
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1, Developed by Acivate lowa and [Your County] Democrats
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THE WEBSITE PROGRAM

THE $350 A YEAR COVERS:

- Domain registration and privacy protection
« 3 dedicated email accounts — choose addresses like chair@yourcounty.org
+ Professional WordPress hosting on optimized servers
+ Anevent calendar
- Integration with voter registration informationand voting guides
« Training via Zoom for your volunteers, as needed
+ Ongoing technical support from Activate lowa

Our volunteers donate their time and skills to build and launch your WordPress website using the Divi theme and a free
template.

THE WEBSITE BUILDING PROCESS

13-STEPS TO COMPLETION
- Step 1: You fill out the Interest Form
- Step 2: You check out the following: Overview | Program Guide | 2026 Let's Vote Guide - draft
- Step 3: You check out a few finished websites: | Jasper County| Muscatine County | Johnson County
- Step 4: You check out the website template and start thinking about a homepage choice
- Step 5: We set up an initial meeting on Zoom or on the phone to go over any questions or concerns
- Step 6: You let us know that you've received any necessary authorization, such as Board Approval, to move forward
- Step 7: You fill out the Pink Form with some basic information to get us both started
- Step 8: Activate Iowa completes your domain name registration and sets up the hosting for your new site.
- Step 9: We set up a second meeting to finalize your customization choices using the Red Form.
- Step 10: Our volunteers build and customize your website using the choices you've made.
- Step 11: Your $350 annual payment is due.
- Step 12: We offer training on how to use your new website and calendar.

- Step 13: You tell the world about your new site

Timeline: Once your central committee approves the project and provides your information, the website build usually
takes only a few hours. From interest form to launch, the process averages about a month, depending mostly on whe
your central committee can approve.



IOWA DEMOCRATIC PARTY DIGITAL MAP

County-Level Outreach Tools & Strategy

THE FOUR PILLARS OF YOUR DIGITAL PRESENCE:
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G Paid G Earned e Shared Q Owned

YOUR CONTROL YOUR CONTROL YOUR CONTROL YOUR CONTROL
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AUDIENCE TRUST AUDIENCE TRUST AUDIENCE TRUST AUDIENCE TRUST

D D

Advertising you pay for — Coverage you earn — press Social platforms shared with Your website, email list, and

Facebook/Google ads, boosted endorsements, word of mouth, algorithms — Facebook, professional inbox — platforms

posts, sponsored content organic shares, viral content. Instagram, Bluesky, Nextdoor you fully control.

High Reach. Stops the moment Highest trust of all. You can't You don't own followers. No algorithm. No landlord. Your

your budget does. buy or guarantee it. Algorithm changes cut reach. foundation. Yours forever.
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THREE OWNED MEDIA TOOLS — YOURS TO BUILD, YOURS TO KEEP: v
( )
-
YOUR WEBSITE MARKETING EMAIL BUSINESS EMAIL
Your County Website Mailchimp, MailerLite etc. chair@yourcountydems.org
Home base. Owns your content, sign-up » Direct, algorithm-free line to supporters »| Professional credibility for press, partners,
forms, and credibility. Every channel should who said yes. Voter information, events. and leadership outreach.
point here.
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HOW PEOPLE FIND YOU — AND HOW YOU REACH THEM:

THEY FIND YOU
4 Y ~ R - N R
DIRECT SEARCH
Google: “Iowa County Dems” \ \/
. J N
\
( k i i i Voter &
\
REFERRAL NETWORKS \ Your Website Marketing Email s oter h
Partners. Coalitions . Candidates ’ i upporter
G J ’ Every path leads here. Mailchimp .MailerLite etc. Relationship built.
s ~ ,' Your content. Your signups & VAN contacts
’ credibility. Your asset.
SOCIAL / SHARED R4 Your most valuable asset.
Facebook. Instagram . Bluesky
4 y, - J - J - J
A\\ ’l|
SN ___-- - I
YOU FIND THEM 'I
R4
VAN /VOTER FILE -

Voter roll . opt-in lists
you already have their email

Your website is where everything converges. Whether a voter finds you on Google, a volunteer clicks a referral link,
adonor sees your Facebook post, or a supporter opens your campaign email —they all end up in the same place.
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ABOUT US

Activate Iowa is run by three volunteers with backgrounds in web design, communications, and educational
training. We develop practical digital tools and voter information resources designed to help local organizations
communicate, organize, and reach their communities.

OUR HISTORY

2017 Launch of a statewide online calendar connecting progressive organizations and
Iowa Democratic Party groups.

2018-20 Iowa legislative activity tracking and action plans provided through an effort called
Statehouse Hub.

2022-24 Focus shifted to accurate, thorough voter information for online distribution and printed
handouts through the Let's Vote Guide.

2024 The Let's Vote Guide expanded, with customized handouts adopted by 7 eastern
Iowa counties and reaching more than 35,000 voters.

January 2026 Launched the Website Program.

March 2026 Activate Iowa incorporated as an Iowa nonprofit.

For years we sought a functional website but found the process complicated — wed get to a certain level and
fail to launch. The Activate Iowa program made it simple and consistent with party guidelines, and it includes
everything a county party needs to succeed. The cost was well within budget and even included email addresses
with our domain. Now we can focus on winning elections!

Richard E M Herron
Des Moines County Democratic Party

In less than a few weeks from central committee approval, we had an awesome website with WAY more
comprehensive voter support materials than we would have ever been able to pull together on our own. After
months of trying to resurrect an old site, this was night and day. The Activate Iowa team offers such great
service and support with minimal startup effort on our part.

Scott DeVries
Jasper County Iowa Democrats

As a new co-chair with no web design experience, I jumped on the Activate Iowa email. Ellen Marie and Gerene
guided us through every step with patience and positivity. Thanks to them, we have a website that states our
values and attracts new members.

Laurie Lusinski
Muscatine County Democrats



